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The President. No, the Freeh memo, as I
said, it was a memo by Mr.—Louis Freeh to
me arguing that the country had never orga-
nized—the Federal Government had never been
properly organized in terms of who had jurisdic-
tion to do what in the drug war. And that’s
basically what it’s about. And he argues for a
reallocation of—he argued for a reallocation of
authority, and I thought argued quite persua-
sively that we needed a way to coordinate this.
The Vice President reviewed this as part of our
reinventing Government review, particularly as
it related to the drug czar.

And one of the reasons I wanted a general
who had worked on drug interdiction in as drug
czar is to try to—to create a greater sense of
coordination between what the domestic law en-
forcement agencies, the military, and all the
people involved on the prevention and treatment
side do together. And this is a problem that’s
been noted for—the first evidence we had goes
back to President Johnson. And we’re doing—
we’re trying to get all the people involved in
it now to work together more closely than ever
before. And I think General McCaffrey is in
a unique position to get that done because of
his—what he was doing before he became the
drug czar. He was the head of the Southern

Command, which meant he had responsibility
for working with all these countries’ military to
try to stop drugs from coming into our country
in the first place.

But this has been—this issue has been de-
bated literally going back to the Johnson admin-
istration. I’ve seen documents on it going back
to then. And I believe what we’re doing now
will get us better results than we’ve had before.
And I think that we have to try to do this
in a way that recognizes that all these agencies
have other legitimate and conflicting interests.
So it’s very difficult to have, for example, all
the domestic and all the foreign issues related
to drugs under one particular agency, but it
is important to have them all coordinating and
working together instead of at cross purposes,
which is something people have complained
about from the inside of this, literally going,
I know, back to the Johnson administration. So
we’re trying to work it out, and we’ve tried
to respond appropriately.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. in the Plaza
at the Chautauqua Institution. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Remarks at a Rally in Hartford, Connecticut
October 6, 1996

The President. Thank you. Thank you. Folks,
let me begin by saying a special word of thanks
to the people who played before I came here,
the Steve and Mary Davis Band, and let’s give
a big hand again to the Lila Wallace Youth
Jazz Orchestra. They did a great job. [Applause]

I want to thank Congresswoman Barbara Ken-
nelly for meeting Hillary and me at the airport
and for being such a great leader for Con-
necticut and for our country. And I also want
to tell you that I thought it was interesting at
the last Democratic Convention and the conven-
tion our friends had in San Diego—they were
running away from their platform; they were
claiming they hadn’t read their platform. Bar-
bara Kennelly wrote our platform. I’m proud
of it, I’m running on it, and it’s a great docu-

ment. I wish every American would read it. [Ap-
plause] Thank you.

I want to thank Chris Dodd for being a pow-
erful, effective, wonderful chairman of the
Democratic National Committee and a voice for
people all over this country.

Audience member. We love you, Bill. We love
you. [Laughter]

The President. Thank you.
Now, somebody told me—I can’t see, but

someone told me that one of Connecticut’s
greatest athletes ever, Rebecca Lobo, is in this
crowd today somewhere. Where is she? And
someone told me—hi, Rebecca. She was great
in the Olympics, wasn’t she? Someone told me
it’s your birthday. Is that true? Let’s sing
‘‘Happy Birthday.’’ One, two, three.
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[At this point, the President and audience mem-
bers sang ‘‘Happy Birthday.’’]

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, tonight
is a great night for America. Tonight we cele-
brate our democracy. Tonight we are reminded
that the people of this country run the show
and that we’ve been around for 220 years as
a great and free country because almost all the
time the people have made the right decision.
Tonight I am going to have a chance to tell
the American people what you know: We are
better off than we were 4 years ago. We are
on the right track to the 21st century. Tonight
we’ll have a chance to talk about what we have
to do, in the only 4 years that are remaining
before we start that new century, to make sure
every child in this audience, every child in this
State, every child in our country has a chance
to live out his or her dreams; to make sure
that we go forward together; to say that we
think Hillary’s right, it does take a village to
raise a child and build a country and make our
future.

And for all of you who have supported me
and supported Al Gore and supported our ad-

ministration, for every one of you that is working
hard to build a bridge to the future that we
can all walk across together, let me say that
it’s hard for me to imagine that it’s been, well,
more than 25 years since I first met my wife
in New Haven, Connecticut. It’s hard for me
to imagine that it’s been way more than 20
years now since I left Connecticut after I fin-
ished law school. It’s hard for me to imagine
that it’s been almost 4 years since the people
of Connecticut gave me their votes in the race
for President in 1992. But these last 4 years
have been something I will never forget.

I thank you for giving me the chance to serve.
I thank you for supporting the tough decisions
we made to move our country forward. And
I ask you to be there tonight rooting for me
but also rooting for you, your families, and the
future of this country, because the best days
of this country are still ahead.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. outside the
Hastings Hotel.

Presidential Debate in Hartford
October 6, 1996

Jim Lehrer. Good evening from the Bushnell
Theater in Hartford, Connecticut. I’m Jim
Lehrer, of the ‘‘NewsHour’’ on PBS. Welcome
to the first of the 1996 Presidential debates be-
tween President Bill Clinton, the Democratic
nominee, and Senator Bob Dole, the Republican
nominee.

This event is sponsored by the Commission
on Presidential Debates. It will last 90 minutes,
following a format and rules worked out by the
two campaigns. There will be 2-minute opening
and closing statements; in between, a series of
questions, each having three parts: a 90-second
answer, a 60-second rebuttal, and a 30-second
response. I will assist the candidates in adhering
to those time limits, with the help of a series
of lights visible to both. Under their rules, the
candidates are not allowed to question each
other directly. I will ask the questions. There
are no limitations on the subjects. The order

for everything tonight was determined by coin
toss.

Now to the opening statements and to Presi-
dent Clinton.

Mr. President.

Opening Statements
The President. Thank you, Jim, and thank you

to the people of Hartford, our hosts. I want
to begin by saying again how much I respect
Senator Dole and his record of public service,
and how hard I will try to make this campaign
and this debate one of ideas, not insults.

Four years ago I ran for President at a time
of high unemployment and rising frustration. I
wanted to turn this country around with a pro-
gram of opportunity for all, responsibility from
all, and an American community where every-
body has a role to play. I wanted a Government
that was smaller and less bureaucratic to help
people have the tools to make the most of their
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